1647]      Presbyterians and Independents        163
votes for disbanding the soldiers before redressing their grievances robbed the tardy and trifling concessions of Parliament of all their value. The ulterior schemes of the Presbyterian leaders were known in the army almost as soon as they were formed. At the bidding of the Agitators the army refused to disband. " Be active/' wrote one, " for all lies at stake." It was no longer simply a question of arrears of pay. *' The good of all the kingdom and its preservation is in your hands.*' So thought most of the officers, and pledged themselves to stand by their men. So thought Fairfax's council of war, and at the petition of the soldiers ordered a general rendezvous of the whole army on June 3rd. " I am forced/* apologised Fairfax, " to yield something out of order to keep the army from disorder or worse inconveniences.*' Without his orders, a party of horse secured the artillery train at Oxford, and seized the King at Holmby on June 3rd. The same day Cromwell left London, resolved to throw in his lot with the army.
